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Forward 


What will be the system of game management in Penn- 
sylvania ten, fifteen or twenty-five years from now? 


Will civilization expand to the detriment of all else 
save selfish profit-making, pleasure-giving enterprises, 
even to the ultimate exclusion of hunting, fishing and 
a love of the outdoors in general, or will it continue to 
recognize in our forests, fields and streams the tremen- 
dous recreational facilities which are so essential to the 
physical and moral good of our people? 


If one was to base his deductions on the results of the 
past forty or fifty years he would say that advancing 
civilization, despite the fact that people are living at a 
pretty fast rate, and in an age of wonders, will not have 
lost sight of the value of any of its natural heritages. 


If this were not so then how can one account for the 
fact that with increasing population, industries, etc., 
there has also been an increase in the wildlife of our 
State. Game is more plentiful today than in the days 
of William Penn despite the fact that over 700,000 per- 
sons pursue it every fall. ; 


Whether or not the same conditions will result ten, 
fifteen or twenty-five years from now depends entirely 
on each individual sportsman of the Commonwealth. 


You have a heritage to safe-guard, and to do it effec- 
tively you must keep ever looking forward. You must 
be like the soldier on guard—never relaxing for a 
moment your vigilance, else you are caught napping to 
your everlasting sorrow and shame. 


The foundation on which you stand and upon which 
all your future happy days afield depends, is the Game 
Fund—the Fund to which only those who hunt contribute. 


Repeated attempts have been made, Legislature after 
Legislature, to divert this money into other channels— 
to merge it with the General Fund. Selfish interests 
usually foster such unfair legislation, although occasion- 
ally someone with a perverted sense of right and wrong 
proposes such a movement. 


A bill of this nature has been introduced this Session, 
although with the concerted efforts of all the sportsmen 
it will no doubt eventually die a natural death as all its 
brothers and sisters have in the past. However, even 
though these destructive measures have been killed time 
after time, you cannot disregard them as a menace. 


It is unfortunate that the perpetrators of such legis- 
lation do not know more about the value of hunting and 
fishing—not merely from the standpoint of a large game 
bag, or the wholesome recreation it affords, but from the 
revenue that, during the course of only two or three 
months in the year, enters the coffers of almost every 
conceivable business and trade in the State and amounts 
to millions of dollars. 


This great business, were it taken out of the hands of 
the sportsmen, would be the greatest catastrophe that 
ever befell the people of the Commonwealth, and in the 


end it would mean nothing to those who were behind 
the scenes. 


So let the password be FORWARD! With such a 
slogan, and with a Board of Game Commissioners which 
will brook no political interference, there is no doubt 
whatever that our fields, woods and streams and all the 
wildlife that dwell therein will be safe-guarded for all 
time to come. 

ERNEST E. HARWOOD 
Executive Secretary. 





numbers. 





If every subscriber to the Game News secured six new sub- 
scribers our list of readers would soon grow very large. And 
the larger it grows the more interesting and valuable mate- 
rial we can publish in the interests of all. 
We will furnish sample copies for this purpose in reasonable 


Do your share. 
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Game Protectors Theodore Carlson and Grant Gustin at Tree Showing 
Clearly the Markings of Bruin’s Claws. 


308TH CASUALTY 


The 308th deer was killed recently near 
Refuge 33, according to Game Refuge Keep- 
er Elmer Pilling, of Philipsburg. The acci- 
dent happened in the four mile stretch be- 
tween the notices that have been maintained 
for the protection of deer and autoists for 
the past four years. High speed and neg- 
lect to pay attention to warnings are 
blamed. Two deer were instantly killed by 
a truck on the Port Matilda road near Flat 
Rock recently. 

From now on until the forests become 
green there will be a heavy movement of 
deer from the forest to the more open and 
sunny slopes and as. a result many deer 
and perhaps humans will be killed unless 
motorists are more careful. 





PROSECUTIONS 


During March officers of the Game 
Commission prosecuted 129 cases in- 
cluding killing of game out of season, 
hunting without license and attempt- 
ing to collect bounty fraudulently. 














CARE OF RAW FURS 
By Harry VanCleave 

Many thousands of dollars are lost 
to the trappers of Pennsylvania each 
year because they do not properly 
care for their raw furs. 

All flesh and fat should be care- 
fully removed from the pelt soon 
after skinning the animal. This can 
be done with an old, dull table knife 
or with any tool that is not too 
sharp so as to avoid cutting the hide. 
A few moments spent removing all 
surplus flesh and fat when the pelts 
are put on the stretching boards will 
save many a. dollar. 

After scraping, wipe dry with a 
rag or waste paper, removing as 
much grease as possible. Hang in 
the shade where there is free circu- 
lation of air. 

Skunk, oppossum and raccoon skins 
if treated as above will keep in- 
definitely; but if not so treated a 
few days of warm or rainy weather 
will surely spoil them. 








DOGS vs GAME 


By JOHN B. ROSS 
Director of Game Protection 


HIS is the season of the year when our 

thoughts naturally turn to the Great 
Outdoors. The flowers and trees are burst- 
ing into life after their long winter sleep, 
the birds have returned from their stay in 
the southland, and the bears have come out 
of hibernation. 

The birds and other wild creatures of the 
woods have been carefully guarded dur- 
ing the winter months by watchful Game 
Protectors and the breeding season is now 
at hand. These wild creatures furnish most 
of the incentive to visit the fields and for- 
ests in search of enjoyment and recrea- 
tion. It would be bleak indeed in the woods 
if it were not for the wild life as it exists 
in its various forms. 

With the advent of Spring comes the stray 
and uncontrolled dog menace. Much game 
is destroyed each year by worthless dogs 
that are permitted to roam the fields and 
forests. All kinds of dogs should be kept 
under control during the breeding season for 
game. Thousands of dollars are spent an- 
nually by the Board of Game Commissioners 
to propagate, feed and properly protect 
game, and dogs left to roam the fields and 
woods can destroy much of this work. 
Everyone loves a good dog, but it is the 
duty of every citizen to keep his dog under 
control so that the wild creatures will 
breed and thrive without being molested. 

We are appealing to the dog owners and 
dog lovers to heed our plea and save much 
unnecessary loss of wild life. A vigorous 
campaign has been launched by officers of 
the Game Commission to rid the fields and 
woods of stray dogs and prosecute those who 
permit their dogs to roam at will and chase 
game during the closed season. Such a cam- 
paign will also reduce the killing by dogs 
of poultry and livestock for our farmers, 
and the destruction of garden crops and 
valuable shubbery for both urban and rural 
residents. 

Dogs alone are not the only menace to 
wildlife at this time of the year; forest 
fires, storms and vermin, including house 
cats and predatory birds, take a tremendous 
toll of game birds and game animals. Pages 
could be written about the dog, but this we 
know—less dogs roaming the fields and for- 
est mean more game birds and game ani- 
mals for you and your friends to enjoy. 

Help the Board of Game Commissioners 
make 1935 a bigger and better year for 
game with fewer stray dogs than ever, and 
you will be making an invaluable contribu- 
tion to conservation work in Pennsylvania. 


PROTECTORS HELP EDUCATE 

Game Protectors Lester Haney, of Brook- 
ville and R. CG. Anderson, of Montrose, are to 
be highly commended for the educational 
work they are doing among the sportsmen’s 
associations and schools in their districts. 
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SUMMARY SHEET OF BOUNTY CLAIMS 
ALLOWED ON NOXIOUS ANIMALS DUR- 
ING THE MONTH OF MARCH, 1935 




















_ eee ———___—__— = = 
Wild Gray Gos- 

County Cats Foxes Weasels hawks Amount 
Adams .....-- 0 19 52 0 $ 128.00 
Allegheny... 0 14 174 0 230.00 
armstrong ... 0 20 234 0 314.00 
Beaver .....- 0 3 +4 0 56.00 
Bedford ...... 1 44 168 0 359.00 
eee 0 35 197 0 337.00 
ra 0 29 181 0 297 .00 
Bradford ..... 3 34 280 0 461.00 
WeckS ..cscee 0 56 282 0 506.00 
Butler ......-; 0 8 22 0 261.00 
Cambria ..... 1 33 441 0 588.00 
Cameron wa 3 25 13 0 158.00 
Carbon ....... 0 23 5d 0 147.00 
Centre . A 0 63 159 0 411.00 
Chester ...... 0 7 232 0 260.00 
Clarion ..+.+. 2 13 248 0 330.00 
Olearfield 2 48 448 0 770.00 
Clinton <a 3 D1 89 0 288 00 
Columbia .... 0 15 129 0 189.00 
Crawford eT 0 1 280 0 284.00 
Cumberland .. 0 18 63 0 135.00 
Dauphin ..... 0 9 62 0 98.00 
Delaware... 0 2 53 0 61.00 
eae 0 19 138 0 214.00 
ES os e606 4 0 1 233 0 237 .00 
Fayette ..... 1 66 235 0 514.00 
Forest cues 1) 0 61 0 61.00 
Franklin ..... 1 39 69 0 240.00 
|. rarer 0 16 31 0 95.00 
Greene . ose 0 s no 0 91.00 
Huntingdon . 0 72 217 0 nO5 00 
Indiana ee 0 32 287 0 415.00 
Jefferson ..... 0 9 204 0 240.00 
eee 0 13 77 0 129.00 
Lackawanna. 0 19 69 0 145.0 
sancaster 0 2 192 0 240.00 
Lawrence... 0 0 109 0 109.00 
Lebanon . 0 6 31 0 DA. O€ 
errr 0 7 101 0 120. Of 
Luzerne ...... 4 77 271 0 639 00 
Lycoming .... 1 82 83 0 426.00 
McKean , 0 6 815 1 344.04 
Mercer hae 0 2 162 9 170.0 
eee 0 34 67 0 203.04 
Monroe ...... 3 9 106 0 187.00 
Montgomery .. 0 17 162 0 230.00 
Montour ..... 0 4 36 0 52.00 
Northampton . 1 15 102 0 177.00 
Northumberland 0 15 147 0 207 .00 
rr 0 46 1038 0 287.00 
Philadelphia . 0 0 30 0 30.00 
wane. .<: a 1 31 38 0 177.00 
Ee 4 6 100 0 184.00 
Schuylkill .... 0 66 314 0 578.00 
Snyder 5 oh 0 7 29 0 57.00 
Somerset ‘a 2 m4 410 0 656.00 
Sullivan ...... 5 14 44 0 175.00 
Susquehanna . 0 60 63 0 303 .00 
a 0 31 91 2 225.00 
a a 0 16 88 0 102. 
Venango ..... 0 9 319 0 355.00 
Werren ......; 0 1 185 0 189.00 
Washington .. 0 3 43 0 55.00 
i) or ; 0 62 45 0 293 . 00 
Westmoreland 0 43 462 0 634.00 
Wyoming .... 0 24 71 0 167.00 
ar 0 23 141 0 233.00 
oo eee 38 1,646 10,153 3 $17,322.00 
Re-certified Check ............. meee 1.00 


Total number of claims received during 
month—5060 


$17,323.00 


BIRD SANCTUARY 


The generosity of two prominent citizens 
of Erie has given a powerful impetus to the 
Girl Scout movement in that city. Mr. 
Charles L. Thompson, and his daughter, Mrs. 
A. Seymour Wright have donated a 100 acre 
tract of land to the scout movement in 
which there are over 400 girls enrolled. 

The tract, with splendid buildings, was 
really given by Mr. Thompson in behalf of 
his daughter, who has been one of the out- 
Standing women of Erie in girl 
for a number of years. 

When the girl scout leaders take over 
the site they contemplate making it a haven 
of rest for game and song birds. 


scouting 


CATS—CATS—CATS 


It is estimated that there are 120,000,- 
000 cats in the United States of which 
80,000,000 are strays. 
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A FOOD PLANTING PROGRAM 


By R. S. SULLENBERGER 


ITH the realization that any given 

area will attract and hold wild life 
only in proportion to the natural food avail- 
able, the Federated Sportsmen of Lancaster 
County recently voted to cultivate and plant 
approximately 50 acres on one of the State- 
owned tracts in their county. Sufficient 
food and cover already exist at this par- 
ticular tract to maintain an adequate supply 
of game animals, but it was felt that the 
natural food available to attract and main- 
tain bird life was inadequate, although 
the existing cover is ideal. With the thought 
in mind of making this tract a veritable 
Mecea for game birds and protected birds, 
as well as the game animals, it was decided 
by this group to plant some of the well 
known grains of which birds are especially 
fond. Profiting by previously conducted ex- 
periments along the same lines, a specially 
prepared mixture of seed, obtainable from 
the Michigan Farm Bureau, Lansing, Mich- 
igan, has already been ordered for planting 
this spring. This is a mixture of Golden 
Glow corn, hemp, feterita, flax, cowpeas, 
two species of soy beans, three species of 
millet, sunflower, sudan grass, sorghum, 
proso and buckwheat. The advantage of 
this mixed seed is that the stronger stem- 
med plants aid in holding up the weaker 
plants for a longer period and during the 
winter this combination of plants provides 
suitable food and cover. Kaffir corn, and 
broom corn which will be purchased locally, 
will also be sown along with the above men- 
tioned seeds about May ist, and an addi- 
tional supply of buckwheat will also be sown 
about July 1st. <A total of approximately 
500 pounds of seed will be planted in 
patches in conformity with the contour of 
the adjacent permanent cover, with strips of 
cover allowed to remain on each side of the 
planted patches. The expense incurred in 
cultivating this tract will be borne by the 
Federated group, but it is felt that this in- 
vestment will return handsome dividends, 
and in this belief we heartily concur, es- 
pecially since a comprehensive vermin con- 
trol measure has already been set up by this 
Federation in cooperation with the Game 
Commission. 


Due to the topographical condition of this 
particular State Tract the majority of the 
grain will be planted on the Public Hunting 
Ground section of the tract, and a_ lesser 
amount within the Refuge on the said tract. 
To compensate, however, for the lesser 
amount of grain that will be planted within 
the Refuge, the Federated group recently 
planted approximately 800  food-bearing 
plants and some berry-bearing vines within 
the Refuge area. A tractor will be used on 
the Public Hunting Ground tract to plow 
and harrow, but it may be necessary to use 
hand labor in turning the soil within the 
Refuge, and the sportsmen will turn out in 
a body in that event, at the call of the Dis- 
trict Game Protector for Lancaster County. 

State tracts are finding increasing favor 
with our hunters, and in counties which are 
hunted exceptionaly hard like Lancaster 
County, our State-owned Public Hunting 
Ground tracts are relieving the concentra- 
tion of an ever-increasing army of licensed 
hunters on privately-owned lands, which is 
a factor of major importance in more ways 
than one. 

In addition to taking the initiative in this 
meritorious conservation movement, this 
Federated group will also inaugurate a sim- 
ilar educational campaign among the farmers 
of the county, of which there are approx- 
imately 9700 in Lancaster County, and with 
any degree of success in this venture, the 
game population should increase to a notice- 
able degree. 

This work is especially commendable and 
we wish the Sportsmen of Lancaster County 
every success in this enterprising movement. 

The Federated Sportsmen of Lancaster 
County comprises the following associations, 
each one of which has pledged it’s whole- 
hearted support in this work: 

Akron Game and Fish Protective Assn., 
Cocalico Sportsmen’s Assn., Columbia Fish 
and Game Assn., Elizabethtown Sportsmen’s 
Assn., Fair-Play Hunting Club, Lancaster 
County Game Conservation Society, Lancas- 
ter County Sportsmen’s Assn., Lititz Sports- 
men’s Assn., Manheim Sportsmen’s Assn., 
Mastersonville Rod & Gun Club, Terre Hill 
Rod & Gun Cub. 





Photo by Theo. T. Schater. 


Workmen in the R. R. Yards at Hawley, Pa., were self-appointed guardians 
over this nesting whip-poor-will, and in due time she hatched two young. 








4 PENNSYLVANIA GAME NEWS 








SPORTSMEN—PROTECT YOUR HERITAGE 








The following correspondence between the President and Vice-president of the Game Commis- 
sion and Senator Woodward is self-explanatory. 


COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
BOARD OF GAME COMMISSIONERS 
Harrisburg 

1600 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa., April 1, 1935. 
Hon. George Woodward, 
The Senate, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
Dear Senator Woodward: 

I note that you have introduced Senate Bill No. 731, which would 
merge the Game Fund with the General Fund. 

As you doubtless know, prior to 1913, the funds to carry on the 
work of the Game Commission came from the General Fund, by 
appropriation. That year, however, after eight years of strenuous 
opposition through the efforts of John M. Phillips, one of the Game 
Commissioners, and other sportsmen and the assistance of Gov- 
ernor John K. Tener, the hunters of Pennsylvania became self- 
supporting with the passage of the Resident Hunters License Law. 

This law, together with the land purchase p.,ogram, has made 
Pennsylvania the foremost game state in the Union, and to my 
mind, if the bill you are sponsoring becomes a law, it would put 
the administration of the Game Commission back where it was 
thirty years ago, and place the Game Commission back in politics. 

I would appreciate your advising me your reasons for sponsoring 
the above bill. 

Sincerely yours, 
NICHOLAS BIDDLE, President. 


SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA 
April 2nd, 1935. 
Nicholas Biddle, Esq.. 
1600 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Dear Mr. Biddle: 

I quite understand the intense feeling of all sportsmen in Penn- 
sylvania against any such bill as I have introduced. My reason for 
so doing is that I have always believed that all funds accruing to 
the State not needed for a sinking fund and other custodial moneys, 
ought to be put in the General Fund subject to appropriations. 

I believe that the Members of the General Assembly are suf- 
ficiently intelligent and conscientious to see to it that the Game Com- 
mission, The Fish Commission and the Department of Highways are 
not starved but will receive a sufficient appropriation to function 
properly. 

Yours truly 
G. WOODWARD. 


COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
BOARD OF GAME COMMISSIONERS 
Harrisburg 
1600 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. April 4th, 1935. 
Hon. George Woodward, 
The Senate, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
Dear Senator Woodward: 

I appreciate your prompt response to my letter of April ist, and 
note your reasons for believing that the Game Fund should be part 
of the General Fund, subject to appropriations, and that you feel 
that the members of the General Assembly are sufficiently intelli- 
gent and conscientious to see to it that the Game and Fish Com- 
missions are not starved but will receive a sufficient appropria- 
tion to function properly. 

In this connection, I wish to refer to the following figures: 

Although the Game Commission was established in 1895, there 
was no appropriation until 1897, when the Legislature appro- 
priated $800.00, which amount was again appropriated in 1899. The 


bi-ennial appropriation was increased in 1901 to $3000, while in 
1913, the appropriation had increased to $97,400. 

However, following this appropriation, the Game Commission be- 
came self-supporting and the income from hunting licenses for the 
period from December ist to November 30th, 1913-14 totaled 
$282,981.56. This income has increased today to over $1,300,000, 
and I doubt very much, from past appropriations of the legislature 
that the Game Commission would receive sufficient money to carry 
on the progressive game program that is in operation today. 

Sincerely yours, 
NICHOLAS BIDDLE, President. 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., April 5th, 1935. 
Honorable George Woodward, 
State Senate, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
Dear Senator: 

You have again introduced a bill in the Senate to merge the Game 
Fund with the General Funds. This bill touches the interests of the 
sportsmen who contribute the whole of the money which goes to 
the Game Fund. The license funds which now support the Game 
and the Fish Departments were never intended to be a part of the 
general revenues of the State. They were originated by the sports- 
men for the purpose of providing larger funds for these depart- 
ments in order to enlarge their activities. They have been carefully 
and efficiently expended. While the Game Fund is quite large, it 
is all needed to support the activities of the Game Department, and 
none of that fund can be taken into the general fund without detri- 
ment to the Game Department. The account is regularly audited. 
Many of the expenditures are fixed by statute and it is obligatory 
to meet them; thus we have first out of the $2.00 license fee the 
treasurer’s fees for collection, ten cents from each license ($54,000), 
and seventy-five cents to be devoted to land purchase and main- 
tenance. These two fixed charges cut the license fee down to one 
dollar and fifteen cents. We have next a statutory obligation to 
pay bounties, which in 1934 amounted to $128,979.00, statutory ob- 
ligation to provide deer proof fences, which in 19384 required 
$5,825.63, statutory fixed charges on lands, in lieu of taxes on lands, 
which in 1984 amounted to $16,031.75, the printing of hunting li- 
censes, $31,367.00 and the state employees’ retirement fund contri- 
bution of $12,410.00. 

These fixed charges take up more than half of the Game Fund 
each year, aS you may see by consulting the report of the Game 
Commission for 1934. sJeyond these, the general activities of the 
department are dependent upon what is left and it now requires 
very careful expenditures to meet the necessary requirements for 
the game farms, protection, printing, travel expenditures, salaries, 
purchase of game and general expenses. 

There is no money derived by the department that could be 
spared to help to swell the general revenues of the state without 
injury to this department. There would be nothing gained by pay- 
ing the fund into the general revenues and then appropriating the 
whole to the department. The Administrative Code carries the 
appropriation now. 

I call your attention to these things in order to impress on you 
the difficulties that would confront the Board of Game Commis- 
sioners if your bill should be passed. The money accruing from 
the licenses is not a tax but is a license fee paid by the sports- 
men to promote the activities of the department. The sportsmen 
as taxpayers will pay their taxes as do other citizens. 

You are well informed of the opposition of the sportsmen to this 
bill, which is widespread and intense. May this bill not be with- 
drawn? 

Very respectfully yours, 
J. Q. CREVELING, Member Board of Commissioners. 
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SNYDER COUNTY SPORTSMEN 
MEET 


The recent banquet and meeting of the 
Snyder County Sportsmen's Association was 
a great success and several hundred sports- 
men turned out for the occasion. This or- 
ganization is extremely active and _ has 
undertaken a unique rabbit rearing experi- 
ment which has produced some excellent 
results. 

The area on which the work is being done 
comprises about 1344 acres of which 9 con- 
stitute tillable soil and the remainder sec- 
ond growth woodland. Stocked last year 
with 44 does and 6 bucks the Association 
caught 204 this spring leaving about 20 
within the enclosure for breeding purposes. 

Among other things the organization is 
keenly interested in the chestnut grafting 
activities of Assistant Game _ Protector 
Clarence Walker who has produced some 
wonderful results in this field. 

Speakers included Dr. H. A. Surface, of 
Selinsgrove, a great friend of the sports- 
men, and Mr. Harry VanCleve, Assistant 
Chief of the Division of Predatory Animals 
and Leo A. Luttringer, Jr., Editor of the 
GAME NEws, from the Game Commission. 





Hexer’s Carolina Jack, owned by Dr. E. 


K. Tingley. Won Amateur All-Age Stake 
at Capital City Field Trials last fall. 


PREVENT FOREST FIRES 


Deputy Game Protector A. C. Zappa, of 
Philadelphia, says that a small piece of fine 
mesh chicken wire makes an ideal guard 
for around a camp fire, preventing sparks 
from blowing into the woods. 


The gestation period of the skunk is 
about 7 weeks. 
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HOUSE CATS TURN WILD; PREY 
ON DESERT RODENTS 
Tame cats gone wild have become a prob- 
lem in Death Valley. These animals, once 
pets at the Furnace Creek Ranch, multiplied 
as is the way of cats and spread out into 
the mesquite thickets adjoining the ranch. 
Reverting to the primitive, they have be- 
come quite wild and to some extent have 
replaced the native meat-eating animals, 
particularly the little desert kit fox. 


The especial problem involved in these 
cats gone wild is their liking for native ro- 
dents, which, because of abundance of shel- 
ter, food, and water, live largely in the 
mesquite thicket. Cottontail rabbits, wood 
rats, antelope ground squirrels, and kanga- 
roo rats, as well as Gambel quail, all fall 
prey to these feral house cats. 


“Control of the wild cats” now is being 
planned by the National Park Service of the 
Department of the Interior, which has au- 
thority over the Death Valley National 
Monument, 
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KILL THE 
STRAY CAT 





TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO 


Mr. C. E. Logue, of First Fork, claims the 
championship belt for Cameron County for 
the season of 1909, having captured and 
killed seven bear, more than any other one 
hunter in the county—killing four and lead- 
ing three by a rope to his house, a distance 
of two miles, all alone. He has captured 
and shot fifteen bear during the past three 
seasons. 

—Potter County Journal, March 9, 1910. 





Type of feed boxes which the Claysville Branch of the Washington County Sports- 


men's and Conservation League have installed this winter. 


First a natural feeding 


ground is selected at the edge of a woods or thicket and then two logs are placed 


parallel from twelve to fourteen feet apart. 
the other with the top of the feed box just above the poles. 


Poles are then placed from one log to 
The poles are covered 


with brush and corn stalks, etc., which makes it weatherproof underneath. This 
shelter is from one to one and one-half feet above the ground, and owing to the size 


of the shelter, game can always get to the feed platform even in deep snow. 
this organization has placed fifteen of the boxes at different places. 


In all, 
The boxes were 


built by two of the club members, James Barr and Add Blayney, in their spare time. 


The Washington County Association has also done much to protect the bird and 


animal life by holding vermin contests. 


Crows, weasels, mink, hawks, and stray cats 


have been placed on the outlaw list, and prizes have been given to the highest con- 


testants on pOints allotted to the various species, 


number of points. 


Stray house cats carry the largest 
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What is Forest Improvement? 
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If Improvements of Stands of 
Trees Develop a Park-Like Forest, 
Wildlife Will Suffer 


HE advent of the Civilian Conservation 
Corps has made the expressions “Forest 
Improvement” and “Improvement Cuttings” 
commonplace, whereas a few years ago they 
were of interest principally to the forester 
or the forest school student. Comparatively 
few improvement cuttings, as we know 
them, were made prior to 1933, due to 
limited funds. The work was confined prin- 
cipally to demonstration plots along road- 
sides, to sample plots where studies were 
made and to parks or recreational areas. 
The depression made available undreamed 


of funds for forestry work. The C.C.C., 
the C.W.A., the L.W.D., etc. have made it 
possible to carry on extensive operations 


for the improvement of the forest. With the 
prospect of a continuation of much of the 
work, it seems timely to consider what 
forest improvement in its broadest inter- 
pretation really is. 

Let us first consider forest improvement 
cuttings. Some of our forestry books de- 
fined them somewhat as follows, “Improve- 
ment cuttings are thinnings designed to give 
the best trees the amount of light and grow- 
ing space most favorable for their best de- 
velopment. Their purpose is entirely to 
benefit the existing stand.” The objects 
are improvement of the form and to in- 
crease the rate of growth of the trees as 
well as to increase the yield and value of 
the final product. Theoretically the open- 


ings are made small with the expectation 


By JAMES N. MORTON 


that in a few years the crowns of the 
surrounding trees will close together. It is 


only natural therefore that foresters as- 
signed to a €.C.C. Camp in conducting im- 
provement cuttings with crews of the camp 


boys or with crews of L.W.D. laborers 
would have such a picture of their com- 
pleted job in mind, It seems to me that 
this picture should be somewhat enlarged 


to include among the trees a few browsing 
deer, a chattering squirrel scampering into 
a hollow tree, a couple of grouse feasting 
under a tangle of grape vines and a few 
turkeys searching among the leaves for a 
meal of dogwood or black gum berries. In 
addition to this the picture would include 
a mountain stream overhung with shrubs 
and trees where fish life could find optimum 
conducting an im- 
only the picture 


one 
has not 


conditions. If the 
provement cutting 
of the stand of trees in mind but its wild- 
life inhabitants as well it will no doubt 
influence him in his marking of the material 
to be removed. 


The old 
a “tract of 
longing to the 
keeping and hunting of 
as far as 1598, the Englishman 
in his treatise on the “Laws of 
defined a forest as “A certain territory of 
woody grounds, fruitful pastures, privileged 
for wild beasts and fowls of forest, chase, 
and warren to nest and abide in, in the 
safe protection of the King.” 


defined a forest as 
waste, usually be- 
apart for the 
ete.” Back 
Manwood, 


Forests” 


English law 
woodland or 
sovereign set 


game, 


Many of the old world forests were main- 
tained merely as habitats for game since 
game was thought to be more valuable than 
timber. In fact, the desire of royalty for 
sport was so great that in a few instances 
we are told that farms were converted into 
forests for game. 

This illustrates the other extreme, where 
the old world forest manager saw only the 
game in the picture with the trees as a 
means to an end. Operations which were 
conducted were intended to influence favor- 
ably conditions for wildlife. The 
the forests have greatly increased 
Manwood’s time, so that instead of being 
solely valuable as habitats for game they 
are now chiefly valuable for the production 
of wood and the conservation of water but 
their usefulness for recreation and as a 
home for wildlife is still very great and in 
their management and in improvements of 


uses of 


since 


the forests this value should receive full 
consideration. 

In arriving at the question as to what 
constitutes forest improvement we must 
therefore not consider the forest as com- 
posed merely of stands or groups of trees 
or shrubs, nor should we consider it only 
as a habitat for wildlife but rather it must 
be looked upon as areas of Jand on which 


various forms of plant, animal and bird life 
are this is done, improve- 
ments in the should be designed to 
benefit all. 


associated. If 
forest 


We should not consider that all forest 
improvements are to be made for the bene- 
fit of wildlife. Neither should we contem- 
plate the production of sawlogs to the ex- 
clusion of wildlife. It can not be all game 
nor all wood volume production. The two 
should be coordinated in a way that will 
serve the greatest good of the greatest num- 
ber in the long run. Game management 
and forestry are not independent projects 
that differ in their objectives and neces- 
sitate different or conflicting procedures to 
attain their end. The same forest areas can 
and should be made to serve both. 

Improvement cuttings can be made use- 
ful to both timber production and to game, 


The sprout growth that springs up in a 
short time provides cover for small game 
and browse for deer. To be most effective 


to wildlife, however, the person conducting 
such operations will need to keep in mind 
certain things which are especially bene- 
ficial to game while he is improving the 
composition of the stand of trees. 

Where the timber is 
nings will need made in 
there is sufficient light to promote the 
growth of an understory of trees necessary 
as browse for deer and cover for all game. 
The “wolf” trees are undesirable for tim- 
ber production but some of these left in 
the stand will increase the supply of game 
food. <A few of the tops resulting from 
cuttings left in piles will provide emergency 
cover for game until the sprout growth is 
high enough to provide cover, and the deer 


heavier thin- 
order that 


large, 
to be 


will browse on them in winter. The old 
hollow logs should not all be burned up. 
Some of these hollow logs allowed to re- 


main will provide a place of refuge for the 


frightened rabbit when the owl or other 
enemy gets too close. 

The dogwood, hawthorn, mountain ash 
and many other shrubs do not produce 


timber, but are extremely essential for food 
for game and for game, song, and insec- 
tivorous birds. Perhaps a few good trees 
could be sacrificed here and there to let 
in more sunlight for these species. Old 





Essential for 
Animals 


Growth is 
Game 


Low 








hollow trees are undesirable as timber 
trees, but they provide homes for families 
of lively squirrels, raccoons and many kinds 
of insectivorous birds. In the long run, 
isn’t the forest improved by permitting 
plenty of these to remain? To cut a few 
trees may provide a patch of blackberry 
priers or a tangle of greenbriers, both of 
which provide good cover and food for game. 
Would it be good forest improvement to 
make provisions for these? Wild grapes 
are one of the best game food producing 
plants. Quite often they are found growing 
in. places where good timber trees are not 
found in abundance. Shouldn’t improve- 
ment in the forest include some work to 
develop these vines in order that they pro- 


duce better? Perhaps a few trees can be 
removed to let in more light. Where a 
vine has run high up in a tree to secure 
the necessary sunlight, but bears little fruit, 
should forest improvement mean the cut- 
ting down of the vine because it may be- 
come loaded with snow and ice and break 
the tree down, or should the tree be cut 
down and the vine permitted to form a 


tangle over the top of the fallen tree. It 
seems to me that the food for wildlife pro- 
vided by the latter procedure amply justi- 
fies this, at least on certain areas. Maybe 
the old birch tree hanging across the stream 
doesn’t add to the appearance of the forest 
and the chances are that it will never pro- 
duce one board foot of good lumber, but 
it is going to provide some good meals of 
buds for a hungry grouse, some seeds for 
birds and it is also going to add more in- 
sect food for the trout and help to lower 
the temperature of the water to a degree 
more habitable for trout. These’ things 
should all be given consideration. 

I believe that the construction 
into large forest territory is a valuable 
forest improvement for both timber  pro- 
duction and for game. It enables the forest 


of roads 


manager to better administer and to pro- 
tect 


his lands from fires. It is a_ well 
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known fact that fire is the worst enemy of 
both tree production and of wildlife pro- 
duction. There is no other single agency 
that does more harm to the cause of game 
and wild bird increase than forest fire. 
Aside from the actual loss the conditions 
with respect to food and cover are made 
much worse. It is no doubt possible to 
construct many roads. Quite often a 
road is built where the same beneficial re- 
sults would be obtained by the construc- 
tion of a non-drivable trail. The trail would 
serve for fire protection and would be much 


too 





Cover Conceals Nesting Game 


Birds. Wild Turkey on nest. 

more desirable for game. In cases where 
the forest is cut up with too many roads, 
game is bound to suffer if remedial measures 


are not taken. These measures could be 
either the closing, during the hunting 
seasons, of part of the roads or another 


remedy would be the establishment of ad- 
ditional game refuges. It stands to reason 
that conditions in such areas cannot be the 
same for game after the territory is opened 
up as it was before. Thousands of acres 
of forest in this State, which for vears were 
natural game refuges, due to their com- 


POINTERS AND SETTERS 


THE fundamental foun- 
dation of the setter was 
spaniel blood—and_ the 


spaniels have never been 





breeds which hold or 
point their game. The 
spaniel has always been 
a dog which finds and flushes game to the 
gun—or, to use a common expression the 
spaniel ‘‘springs” his game, Therefore, the 


art or instinet of pointing game has been a 
process of development—‘‘manufactured” in- 
to the setter breeds. Through the ages this 
pointing instinct has been quite highly de- 
veloped. The point I am asking you to re- 
member is that it was not originally a nat- 
ural instinct or inclination of the setters. 
In his “Manual for Young Sportsmen,” the 
famous Frank Forester wrote: “The habit 
of setting or pointing game, which is now an 
instinctive qualification of the setter race, 
was originally an acquired trick, taught by 
diligent breaking.” 

Now let’s take a look at the foundation 
stock of the pointer. History tells us that 
this was a breed quite prevalent in Spain. 


The dogs were slow and somewhat ungainly 

—but very “Sticky” on game. In other 
words, they were “full of point.” In the 
same book as mentioned above, Frank For- 
ester says: “For tractability and tenacity of 
memory the pointer is undoubtedly superior 
to all dogs; and on this account he is recom- 
mended for beginners, for all occasional 
shooters, who have smaller opportunity for 
keeping their dogs in constant practice, and 
for all persons who are averse to extra 
trouble, and who, for the sake of having 
everything go smoothly, are willing to sac- 
rifice something of dash, spirit, style and 
show.” 

There you have a comparison of the foun- 
dation stock—the setter full of style and 
eager hunting instinet, taught artifically to 
point and hold game. On the other hand, 
you have the pointer, lacking in the impor- 
tant hunting instincts of the setter—yet by 
natural inclination ready to “point” by in- 
stinct on the least provocation. 

But time and changing conditions exerted 
their influence. A lot of game meant plenty 
of opportunity to keep the setters in prac- 
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parative inaccessibility, are now easy to 
reach. The question is what forest improve- 
ment should be made for game to take care 
of this condition. 


Thousands of forest tree seedlings are 
planted each year by C.C.C. Camps. The 
planting of trees certainly improves the 


forest, but would it be of more value to 
the forest as a whole if some game food 
producing shrubs were included in the plant 
ing plans, especially at C.C.C. Camps? 
Money is spent for the purchase of material 
to construct dams, to build recreational 
areas, etc. Could not some of this be well 
spent in the purchase of food producing 
plants to better wildlife conditions? Wild- 
life furnishes much of the inducement for 
nature lovers, recreationists, hunters and 
others to go to the woods. Why shouldn’t 
the improvements in the forest include an 
expenditure of money for the better de- 
velopment of wildlife? 

The question of forest improvement is 
broader than we ordinarily consider it: In 
arriving at the proper procedure, before we 
go too far, it seems advisable to take stock 
and to see if the interpretation given in 
our forest school books is entirely applicable 
to present conditions. I do not profess to 
know, but it seems to me that there is some 
doubt concerning this. A well planned pro- 
gram will have in view, not only economic 
but social welfare. The ultimate objective 
will be a forest that will yield the largest 
net total of public benefits. The question 
resolves itself into what are the greatest 
benefits or what does the public desire. 
There are in Pennsylvania approximately 
100 ©.C.C. Camps, composed of about 200 
men each. They have already worked in 
the forests for nearly two years. The 
chances are good for their continuing for 
another two years or more. The first period 
has been devoted largely to improyements 
for timber production. Should considerably 
more attention now be given by the camps 
to improvements for wildlife development? 


tice. With an increasing scarcity of game, 
the setters had less and less opportunity to 
point and this situation became a natural 
disadvantage to them. Then came a time in 
our field trial competitions when judges 
went “class crazy” and were so fascinated 
by seeing a dog run and hunt with range, 
style and animation, that exhibitions in- 
dicating “bird brains” were not given the 
fullest consideration—if lacking the essen- 
tials of “class.” 


During this inning, the setters were invin- 
cible, but anything carried to extremes must 


have a day of reckoning. And that day 
came. Happy am I to be able to say that 


the conception of the competitions has ma- 
terially changed of recent years. No longer 
is mere class glorified over the fundamental 
of finding and handling game. We still like 
class—but it must be coupled with the prac- 
tical result. The class craze, while it 
lasted, didn’t do the setter much good. Not 
quite enough attention was paid to keeping 
him in practice in what was to the setter 
the artificial art of pointing game. A grad- 
ually decreasing game supply was a further 
contributing downhill factor. There was not 
enough game on which to keep him in con- 
stant practice. 
(Continued on Page 19) 
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Do You Keep Winter Feeding Records? 

















After the dog train- 
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By CHARLES A. HILLER 
A Feeding Shelter for Bob-Whites 
ERHAPS it has never occurred to sports- size of the birds and other interesting facts 
men and farmers that their winter feed- concerning the covey. 
ing activities can be made so much more’ ing season opened, 


interesting if a record is kept from year to 
vear of the actual number of birds fed and 
other pertinent information. The keeping of 
such records is especially applicable to the 
winter feeding of bob-white quail because of 
this splendid little game bird’s presence in 
almost the same location year after year. 


A few sportsmen are now keeping such 
records and one interested individual just 
submitted records on one complete year of 
his observations of bob-white quail. This 
gentleman's records begin with the 1933-34 
winter and are complete up to March 1935. 
These particular recordings were kept at the 
request of the Division of Game Propoga- 
tion with the view of obtaining valuable 
information for the Game Commission in 
an effort to improve general game conditions 
and particularly more favorable conditions 
for our bob-whites. 


The particular records referred to here 
are’ so complete that to make them public 
would simply- mean advertising the exact 
location of approximately one hundred co- 
veys of quail within a few minutes automo- 
bile ride for a large number of hunters. The 
name of the owner of each farm where one 
or more coveys of bob-white quail are found 
is shown, as well as the date the birds were 
first observed during the winter of 1933-34. 
There is also shown the number of birds in 
each covey with special remarks as to the 


thus affording another 
opportunity to contact the coveys already lo- 
well as learn of new coveys, the 
dates of observation and the size of the var- 
ious coveys were noted in the records. Con- 
tact was maintained with these coveys right 
on through the hunting season and the win- 
ter of 1934-35. 

These records, therefore, include data on 
a large number of coveys beginning with the 
winter of 1933-34, the following natural 
breeding and rearing season, the 1934 open 
hunting season and then the past winter. 

Another interesting feature of these rec- 
ords is the recordings made concerning the 


eated, as 


food and cover conditions. Using the head- 
quarters of each farm as a starting point 
in determining the four principal points 
of the compass, a brief description is made 
of the surrounding territory. Taking one 
farm as an example, we find that to the 
north are old fields and brush, east shows 
all old fields, to the south woods and river 
and in the west-are old weed fields and the 
river. This farm affords ideal bob-white 
quail conditions and there are four good 
sized coveys to be found there. On those 
farms where cultivated fields predominate 
and where the fence rows are clean, seldom 
is there more than one covey of quail found. 


In addition to the notes kept, this sports- 
man obtained a township map of his county. 
On this map he shows by minute circles 
the approximate location of each covey of 
quail he has located and fed. Each covey 
is given a serial number which corresponds 
to the number of the covey in his notes, 
By doing this, he does not have to trust to 
memory the location of any particular covey 
from season to season, and when winter 
comes, he knows almost to a certainty where 
he should carry on his winter feeding ac- 
tivities. 


3ecause of these quail observations and 
records, the District Game Protector knows 
just where the best places are to be found 
for the release of quail in this particular 
county and is able to make a very good 
estimate of the number of quail killed dur- 
ing the open season. 


As already suggested, individual sports- 
men and even organizations who carry on 
active winter feeding programs without a 
doubt will add considerably to an already 
interesting activity if some kind of records 
are kept. In a year or two they will have 
a very good picture of their small game 
country. Organizations especially will bene- 
fit by this practice because of the absolute 
elimination of duplicating effort in game 
feeding. Valuable information will be ob- 
tained which in the end will materially 
assist in improving game policies and prac- 
tices. Any ordinary ruled or ledger paper 
will suffice for these records kept in the 
following manner: 


County -Township ........ 
| | , ! 
Covey Farm and Date first | No. of | Date observed | No. of | Date observed | No. of 
| desc ription observed birds after season birds | Remarks 


No 


| birds | before season 
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Log of a Bear Trapper 


By CHAUNCEY E. LOGUE 


as told to RANDOLPH THOMPSON 


Black bears! Well, I 
don’t know so much 
about bears. Still a fel- 
ler can’t ketch around a 
hundred and _ “forty 0’ 
them gentlemen alive, be- 
side shootin’ and _ trap- 
pin’ a tolerable number 
fer fur and meat, with- 
out learnin’ a few things 
not wrote in books. 





Now then, there is bears and bears. My 
experiences is that you can’t never tell from 
one bear’s tricks what kind of didos another 
of the varmints will pull out of his bag. 


You can’t pretty near do it. ‘Bout the 
time you figger you’re pretty well ac- 
quainted, and everything seems smilin’, 


then’s the time you gotta watch out. 


Yes, I’ve had a lot of onusual experiences 
with them back in the sticks. Had a lot 
0’ narrer escapes too from gittin’ hurt bad, 
or mebby killed. I reckon the most fitten 
way to get at this “bozo,” who I consider 
the greatest game animal in Pennsylvania 
today, is to tell somethin’ about his habits, 
then in a sort o’ continued story, discribe 
some of them things that happen onct in 
a lifetime, and then jest don’t happen again. 


Now then, if you aim at studyin’ bears 
at home, trappin’ or killin’ them, you got 
a big job on your hands. It aint worth 
while to start doin’ it without you make 
up your mind to work hard. Boy, I'm tellin’ 
you them gentlemen is smart. Course their 
eyes is very poor, but they morn make up 
for it with their ears and noses. A deer 
aint in it when it comes to hearin’ and 
smellin’. He’s right to home in the rough- 
est and steepest and thickest places as is 
to be found. Swamps and rocks and briars 
is pie to him. Without you’re ready to 
hike into the next county don’t never even 
try to track one down. Onless you're 
mighty slick or mighty lucky, you won't 
even see the black bouncer boundin’ away 
when he scents you long afore you guess 
he’s bedded down near at hand. And onct 
he’s up, you can jest count he’s goin’ eight 
or ten miles afore he stops for his breath 
to catch up with him. 


Winfalls, big rocks, straight up hills mean 
nothin’ to him. Soon’s he’s decided he’s 
gone far enuff, he stops an looks ’round. 
Then he backtracks a spell and takes a 
big jump uphill into a thicket of rhodyden- 
dron or brush, and picks a good place to 
watch his backtrack from a safe distance. 
Without the feller followin’ on his tracks 
is a wise one in bear’s ways, or has a buddy 
which is parallelin’ the trail above and a 
spell ahead, Mr. Bear is up and off again 
bound for another county afore nary hide 
or hair of him is sighted. That’s one 0’ 
the tricks he does. 


Course a 
jest loafin’ 


feller 
gets a 


squirrel hunter or some 
round the woods often 


chanct to shoot a bear some real bear hunter 
has worked hard to start. Sut with an 
army of hunters in the woods in November, 
the old-time bear hunter generly makes it 
easy for some lucky feller, and without 
much show for his self. 


Once in a while the she bear, which 
hibernates earlier than her old man generly, 
is shot by a hunter which finds her snugged 
away under a uprooted tree or stump, or 
mebby under a big rock or another per- 
tected place in November. Without we have 
a cold spell they mayn’t hole up till much 
later. A skinny food supply has a heap 
to do with it. Mr. Bear fattens up by stuffin’ 
his self in fall when nuts and things is 
plenty, then mosies round until ’taint worth 
While to try to find square meals cause there 
aint none to be had. Some old he bears 
don’t even bother to hunt them up a den. 
Just curl up in a clump o’ laurel, or snuggle 
up against an old log, and start their hiber- 
natin’ nap. 


The cubs come along the end of January 
or early February, mostly two or three to 
the batch. Bald and blind and no bigger’n 
a minit at first, taint long till they’re lively 
critters, giving their mammy all kinds a’ 
trouble to keep them from _ investigatin’ 
what’s outside the front door. She lays 
on her hunkers mostly, sos the kids can 
feed under the front part of her, whilst she 
has a paw handy all the time, to rake them 
in if they aim at gettin’ too curious. Long 
bout the first week in April moving day 


comes, and the old lady’s first meal in 


several months is comin’. Mebby only some 
pine needles and grass first, a physic, tho 
she’s lean enuff and hungry enuff to eat 
a cow. The cubs is fat and lively now, 
and has growed from the pound they weigh 
at birth to several pounds in heft. 


Berries, fruit and nuts; ants, honey, and 
fish; roots, animals, and carrion; most any- 
thing what can be chewed and swallowed 
bears’l eat. And boy, I’m tellin’ you, when 
that there chestnut blight killed off our 
chestnut trees in this State, the bear lost 
his best feed. White oak acorns, which 
is sweet, is the best substitoot, an’ that 
means that in the fall bears stick more in 
the hardwood flats than in the open chest- 
nut groves as they uster. 


Yes, bears do kill farm critters. Not a 
wonderful lot. When an old bozo gits that 
habit, the only sure cure is to get his scalp. 
riggers kept by the Game Commission say 
that in eight years time only 933 sheep and 
22 cattle were distroyed, besides about ten 
hogs and goats. <A bear always pulls a 
sheep uphill after killing it, and always 
walks in his same tracks goin’ back to his 


kill. About 700 bee hives was raided in 
that time. As owners is paid such damages 
from a Game Commission fund, farmers 


don’t lose much from bears. 

My experiences is that bears is never 
dangerous in the woods under no ordinary 
circumstances. They're glad to be let alone 
and don’t want no new acquaintances. Of 
course, there is exceptions to most all rules. 

(Continued on Page 19) 
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Car Dodging Rabbits 


By HERBERT ELISHA STOVER 


M's IST of the old nature queries have been 
answered. My small boy can answer 
glibly the question of why the cow crossed 
the road, most people are familiar with the 
deep and sound reason for why the bear went 
over the mountain. Sut the modern query 
country and suburban 
rabbit insists on crossing the 
when an automobile 
And the reason must be full urgent for 
bunny is paying with his life. The other 
week I counted the crushed bodies of three 
of them in less than a mile who had paid 
their all for their temerity. 


sections is 
road 
along. 


for the 
why a 


exactly comes 


Driving through the Fourteen Mile Nar- 
rows with a friend I sudenly put on the 
brakes, skidded to one side, righted myself 
and the friend rearranged his hat. A full 
grown rabbit had emerged from the brush 
to one side and crossed on a slight diagonal 
to exactly similar brush on the other side. 
He had left absolute safety to make his mad 
dash and he doubtless had no place to go 
that mattered, either. My friend cleared his 
throat and delivered himself. 

“That fool rabbit has more faith in four 
wheel brakes than all the dumb drivers I’ve 
seen put together.” 

There would be little sense in wanting to 
think like a rabbit, if he thinks, but, it 
would be interesting, for a moment, to sense 
the reaSons why this animal of all those in 
the woods, insists on being so conspicuous. 
Sometimes I think he finds a joy in showing 
off which makes him nearly human. There 
is also a remarkable analogy between a 
reckless driver in a fast car racing a train 
for a grade crossing and a rabbit trying to 
get to the other side. Certainly the rabbit 
has as much right as the driver to turn with 
a grin to his friends who have had their 
hearts in their mouths and say: “Well, I 
made it allright.” 

Only, the rabbit was alone, very often the 
driver has helpless passengers with him. 

But, the rabbit makes the roads interesting 
at night. Driving through this same Nar- 
rows with my family we topped a small 
rise. The engine was humming softly, just 
like the dealer said it would. There, down 
the way a bit was a fearsome looking bogie, 
two gleaming Yes, they looked big 
enough to belong to a bear but it was only 
a rabbit, a small one at that which raced 
us for a rod or so and then figured all he 
needed to save himself from this Juggernaut 
bearing down on him was a right hand bank- 
ing turn. 

Rabbits seem to have increased greatly 
these last two years in our mountains or 
else he is showing off more than usual. Early 
in May, in our mountain home, I rose early, 
opened the front door and stepped quietly 
to the narrow porch. The grass bore a 
beautiful green testimony to my use of the 
lawn mower the day before. The pines were 
fresh and fragrant, birds were turning for 
the second morning concert. And, the rabbits 
were practicing a new dance. 


eyes. 


There were two at one end of the lawn, 
two more at the other and they 
well matched in size that they would 
made a match four-in-hand. Out front, near 
of all the 


were so 
have 
grandad 


the gate was the great 


bunnies in the mountain. I was still. The 
pair to the left advanced perhaps a yard, 
stopped. One of them sat up on his hind 


The other pair advanced, 
neither stood up. Then the big fellow de 
scribed a small cricle, faced the 
How’ I wished I were indoors where I would 
not frighten them. 


feet momentarily. 


ot hers, 


The big fellow must have heard me think 
He departed with no dignity and much haste 
The one on the left sat up, I’m not sure it 
was the same one that had done so before. 
But, instantly there were four bobbing cot 
ton tails and I was alone with the birds 

The rabbit 
would bear imitating. 
have a good time. There is a cheerfulness 
about his hop that argues a light heart. Two 
hundred yards from where I labored at an 
old stone wall, I saw a rabbit come into the 
sandy road. My dog, reared in town, was 
with me. We watched the rabbit. I 
a suspicion he was bantering the dog to a 
The rabbit crossed the road 
times. Then he did something entirely new 
for me; he indulged in a dust bath. Over 
and over on his back with much dust flying. 
My dog watched him gravely until he van- 


seems to have one grace that 
He always seems to 


have 


race. several 


ished in the weeds. 
that awful 
Really, he 


I dont think a rabbit has 
hunted feeling we read about. 
seems to get a kick out giving an am 
bitious hound a running hunter 
friend tells me of one his dog chased. He 
had run to a place where he thought bunny 
and he did. Directly op- 


lesson. <A 


would circle past 

















posite my friend, the rabbit stopped looked 
about, then made a small circle, then hopped 
mightily to one side, breaking the track. This 
done, he sat for a moment so close that the 
hunter could see him wrinkling his noSe. 
Then he was off leisurely at a comfortable 
pace. 

Hunters kill many rabbits and I have no 
quarrel with them. This cotton tailed fellow 
can play hob with a mountain garden. This 
wrecked our chances for peas, 
nibbled off the tops of the radishes and ut- 
terly ignored a few cabbage plants and 
carrots. But, I am not so keen on shooting 
them and seldom do. At the close of a lone 
day after grouse when all the birds were 
away to a feather convention or something, 
I met a small rabbit. Not wishing to go 
home empty handed, I fired. The rabbit dis- 
appeared behind a laurel bush. When I 
stepped forward to pick him up, very much 
alive, he bounded forward. I fired again 
as he crossed a log. The second time I went 
to pick him up, again he scuttled away. 

I reloaded, jumped him again, and I’m 
glad to say I missed again. How on earth 
he managed to dodge that fog of number six 
shot, I have never been able to fathom. I 
should have hit him with a garden hose but 
he appeared again placidly hopping away 
and I let him go. I felt like apologizing. 
much of the child in a rabbit. 
hearted, he does 


season he 


There is 
He is helpless, he is light 
not check each movement with the tedious 
standards of cOmmon sense. He has so few 
sincere friends and his enemies are legion. 
He needs a light heart. Hawks, owls, foxes, 
humans watch for him. Danger haunts him 
danger from the vicious, the thoughtless, and 
Certainly the motorist should 
not add to these. It’s poor efficiency to use 
a two ton automobile to kill a three or four 
pound rabbit. 


the reckless. 


The country side would lose a lot without 
him. Children would lose the thrill they 
know when he appears and they cry, “there’s 
a bunny.” If the motorist wishes to practice 
running over things, I commend to him a 
gentleman I met not so long ago. He is a 
small animal; in the headlights fringe, he 
looks like an absurdly small gentleman in 
a dress coat moving along on his back. He 
is not in a hurry and, if you hit him, you 
will known at once he is not a rabbit. 

Yes, the rabbit will cross the road for no 
reason that is apparent. He isn’t going any- 
where, probably there is as little reason for 
his hurry as that the motorist holds. He 
is one of a very large family but he is 
worth a chance. Automobile manufacturers 
should champion him since he has such faith 
in the stopping mechanism that cars carry. 
Next time he picks one of those poorly 
chosen occasions for testing the leaves on 
the other side let him get away with it. 
You'll feel better. Let him brag to the boys. 
Let him say: “Well, I got away with it.” 

You see you may want to race a train for 
a crossing some day. 
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An Early Day Bear Hunt 


Note: The following story of an early bear hunt was sent in a long time ago—in fact several years, 
but it was unsigned and we never learned who contributed it. 


N 1815 most of the pleasant valley along 

the Tuscarora Creek, in Bradford County 
was covered with a heavy growth of timber, 
Deer, bear and wolves were plenty, and the 
cheering ring of the active settler’s axe was 
heard only at long intervals. It was in that 
year that Elisha Cogswell selected a loca- 
tion long familiar to his youthful rambles, 
built a rude cabin in the midst of the wilder- 
ness some two and one-half miles below the 
present New Laceyville, and began the duties 
of an active pioneer. For many years he 
was well known along the Tuscarora Valley, 
as an energetic woodsman and _ fearless 
hunter, and many were the deer and bears 
that fell before his old unerring flint lock 
rifle. He was a single man when he began 
there, but had a partner in view, as he fixed 
up his cabin in fine style, and brought his 
fair bride to their snug little forest home 
the next year. He remained in his primitive 
home some eighteen years clearing many 
large fallows and changing the wilderness to 
a state of cultivation, when he sold his im- 
provement and moved up the creek to Au- 
burn Township, Susquehanna County, where 
for many long years he held the position of 
an honored and respected citizen. 


His ancestors, who were descendants of 
the noble old Puritan stock, settled in that 
region years before, and from his boyhood 
days the far reaching forests adjacent to the 
Tuscarora Valley had been familiar ground. 
Hunting in those days was not only sport, 
but part of the necessary routine of every 
successful pioneer. The woods were full of 
destructive animals, and not only the sheep, 
pigs and poultry needed careful guarding, 
but the growing crops among the logs and 
stumps required protection as well. A gang 
of raccoons, or an old bear and cubs would 
destroy as much growing grain in one night 
as half a dozen full grown hogs. Great fires 
were often built along the elge of the woods 
to frighten them away, and traps set to 
catch them, but notwithstanding every pre- 
caution they usually succeeded in tramping 
down a goodly portion, and obtaining their 
share at least. Our county history informs 
us that Elisha Cogswell caught seven bears 
and five wolves in one season. His adven- 
tures were, of course, numerous, and many 
of them thrilling and dangerous. 

One early morning in the fall of the year 
1826, he shouldered his trusty old flint lock 
rifle and set out for “Round Top” hill in 
search of large game, This place had long 
been famous as a resort for bear and deer, 
and as he proceeded on his way he felt con- 
fident that he should find game there in 
abundance. The chattering of squirrels or 
the whir of the partridge, so exciting to our 
modern hunters, was unnoticed by the old 
backwoodsman, and nothing of importance 
transpired until he arrived at the spot he 
set out for. 

He had reached a place in the great forest 





She Uttered a Deep Murderous Growl of Vengeance and Charged 


near where the farm house of George Bolles 
now stands, in West Auburn, or possibly be- 
tween the present farm house and Bolles’ 
Cemetery, when the rustling of dry leaves 
nearby attracted his attention. Turning his 
gaze in the direction of the sound he beheld 
two small bear making off through the open 
timber. The click of the gun lock seemed to 
speak the word “ready” as the pan was ar- 
ranged and the flint loaded hammer drawn 
back, and the next moment the famous old 
long rifle was to the hunter’s shoulder, and 
his keen eye glancing along the barrel. A 
flash and a puff of smoke shot up, and as 
the sharp report rang out one of the cubs 
tumbled over with a bullet hole through its 
back. 


The little animal was not instantly killed, 
but it was so completely disabled that it 
could not walk, or even stand upon its feet. 
Rolling over and thrashing about, it uttered 
the most piercing cries and howls of dis- 
tress. The mother bear was not far away, 
and the next moment the loud crackling of 
brush and fierce growls of anger heralded 
her approach. Running out from an old 
fallen tree-top she hurriedly glided up to the 
wounded cub, turned it over and over with 
her nose, smelled the blood, uttering the 
most terrible growls and snapping her teeth 
like an old swine when her pig is in trouble, 
and then seeming to come to the conclusion 
that her baby was fatally injured by some 
power she had not discovered, she raised 
her head and began sniffing the air in every 
direction, turning around to every point of 


the compass. At length her nose pointed 
straight toward the hunter; and giving one 
or two more quick sniffs, as if to assure her- 
self of the direction, she uttered a deep 
murderous growl of vengence, and with hair 
bristling erect, and eyes glowing like balls 
of fire, she dashed forward. 

Meanwhile the hunter had not been idle. 
From the moment when the cub had sent up 
its first ery of distress he had been hurriedly 
reloading his gun, and when the angry brute 
turned towards him the work was nearly 
completed. With a steady nerve and cool- 
ness seldom equalled in such a case, the 
sturdy old backwoodsman drove the bullet 
down, and withdrawing the ramrod drew back 
the hammer and calmly raised the trusty 
rifle to his shoulder. The furious beast was 
now within twenty feet of him. His aim 
was quick and sure. His finger touched the 
fatal lock, and the sudden report shook the 
forest. The unerring bullet went crashing 
through the enraged animal’s brain; and 
springing forward she fell dead at his feet. 

If the powder had only flashed in the pan, 
as was often the case with the old flint lock 
guns, it is fearful to contemplate what might 
have transpired. But the hunter had not 
thought of this, and he had, as usual, per- 
formed his work in the face of danger with- 
out the tremor of a muscle. The other cub 
escaped. The dead bears were now prepared 
for removal, and the young one shouldered 
and brought home. Next morning help was 
obtained, and in due time the old one was 
brought in. 
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OUR CLUB 


The Sportsman Club of Wilkinsburg, 
Has opened a new Den, 

And you will always find them, 

At 711 Penn. 








They do hunting and fishing there, 
And you would be surprised, 

To hear of all the fish they catch, 
And how they stretch their size. 
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And when it comes to hunting, 


Some of the speakers at Lycoming Sportsmen’s Banquet. Left to right: For small game or for deer, 

Hon. Samuel C. Castner, Member, Ernest E. Harwood, Executive Secre- To hear them tell the weight and size, 
tary, and Maj. Nicholas Biddle, President, Game Commission, John You would think it was a steer. 

E. Person, Toastmaster, and Walter E, Wolfe, President of the Ly- 

coming group. They argue all the fishing Laws, 


And bills they want put through, 
They think our old Governor, 
Has nothing else to do. 





And when it comes to bird dogs, 
Ben and Saul will tell you right, 
They have dogs that hold a point, 
From early morn till night. 


One and all they are good fellows, 
And Game Laws they uphold, 

They want pollution stopped at once, 
And fish in every hole. 


We want you for a member, 

You can be young or old, 

Just fifty cents then sign your name, 
And you are in the fold. 


Come on now all you Sportsmen, 
Join with this happy throng, 
Back up the bills that we want passed, 
One Hundred thousand strong. 
By W. C. BEERS, 
Wilkinsburg Sportsmen’s Club. 








fronting the Commission at the present time, 
stating his own desire to promote as much 
as possible the native game in preference to 
introduced species. He also commented on 
the Loyalsock State Game Farm, intimating 


that this area should be given a greater op- 

LYCOMING SPORTSMEN HOLD __ wetinity to prove its worth. 
The Lycoming County group have always 
MAMMOTH MEETING been strong advocates of fair play and have 


done everything possible to cooperate with 

Over 500 sportsmen attended the annual no evidence of disease was discovered among the farmer and landowner. In this connec- 
banquet of the Consolidated Sportsmen of them. He intimated that an open season tion preliminary steps toward the formation 
Lycoming County held at the Elks’ Club in on antlerless deer to reduce the size of the of an agreement between the farmer and 








General View of Banquet Hall 


Williamsport on April 5. herd is being considered for next fall. landowner and the sportsman, whereby the 
Among the speakers were Ernest E. Har- Mr. Castner received a rousing ovation rights of the property owner will be re- 

wood, Executive Secretary of the Game _ from the sportsmen. Thanking them for the’ spected by the hunters and they in return 

Commission; Samuel C. Castner, newly ap- honor they had obtained for him, he said he find less restrictions on hunting privileges, 

pointed Member of the Commission: Charles considered it a greater honor to be treated was one of the primary developments of the 

S. Ault, Master of the Lycoming County as “a fellow sportsman.” -Mr. Castner pre- meeting. 

Pomona Grange; Walter E. Wolfe, President sented an interesting outline of the activi- The five hundred sportsmen present ap- 


of the Consolidated Sportsmen of Lycoming ties of the Consolidated Sportsmen of which plauded vigorously when Charles S. Ault, 
County; and District Attorney, John C. he was the guiding hand for a great many Master of the Lycoming County Pomona 


Youngman. years. Grange, responding in behalf of a group of 

In his talk Mr. Harwood complimented The principal speaker was Major Nicholas grange masters who were guests at the 
the organization, at the same time paying siddle, President of the Game Commission, banquet, said that, speaking for the 700 or 
high tribute to Mr. Castner, who, because who extended personal greetings from Gov- S800 grangers in Lycoming County, a great 
of his great popularity as a sportsman and ernor Earle and cited evidence, in reviewing many of whom are themselves sportsmen, he 
conservationist. was recently named to the the personnel of the new Board, of the Gov- had no doubt that the grange would meet 


Board. Mr. Harwood reported briefly on  ernor’s sincerity in pledging himself to keep the sportsmen halfway in anything proposed 
the deer situation saving that although a the Game Commission non-political. He also to promote mutual understanding and good 
number were found dead in recent months, spoke concerning some of the problems con will. 





FIELD TRIALS—READING 
CHAPTER I. W. L. A. 


More than 300 spectators were in atten- 
dance at the two day second annual field 
dog trials sponsored by the Izaak Walton 
League and held at the Reading County 
Club recently. 

First prize in puppy stakes went to Ann- 
wood Ray, a pointer dog, from the Bloom- 
ing Glen Kennels, owned by J. Batdorf of 
Breinigsville. 

Second award was taken by Adel Van- 
Der Gertrudenhammer, male German short 
haired pointer, owned and trained by Homer 
Stark of Adamstown. 

Third prize was won by Vad’s Buccaneer, 
a male setter, owned by J. A. Kramer, of 
Philadelphia. 

Honors in the junior all age stake went 
to Gentleman Jim Day, a male pointer, own- 
ed by I. W. Day, of Muhlenberg Park. Sec- 
ond prize was carried away by Eight Ball, a 
female pointer, owned by Sylvester Fake, of 
Hamburg. Third award went to Annwood 
Ray, J. Batdorf’s male pointer which won 
the puppy stakes. 

All-Age Stake Restrlts—First, Rex’s John 
(Male pointer), owned and handled by 
Jacob H. Longenecker of Philadelphia. 
ond, Middleberg Dan (pointer dog), owned 
and handled by Leroy Durburow, Maple- 
wood, N. J. Third, Expectre (English set- 
ter dog), owned and handled by Roy Craft 
of Reading. 

Members’ Shooting Dog Stake—Tito (Ger- 
man short-haired pointer dog), owned and 
handled by J. Blackwood Cameron, Werners- 
ville. Second, Ben’s Flashy Boy (English 
setter dog), owned by Louis Lingle, of Read- 
ing, and handled by Miss Betty Lingle. 
Third, Don (Trish setter), owned and han- 
dled by Clement Parlaman of Reading. 

Weather conditions for both days were 
perfect and plenty of birds were found in 
all stages. Both pheasants and quail were 
released for each brace of dogs. There were 
18 entries in the members’ shooting stake, 
six in the puppy stake, 10 in the junior all 
age, and 10 in the all-age. In all, 44 dogs 
were entered. 

Judges for the trials were Auman Ket- 
tering of Annville, and Dr. Herman Ames of 
Easton, and their decisions were favorably 
received. 


Sec- 


CRAWFORD GROUP HOLDS 
LARGE MEETING 


Six hundred Crawford county sportsmen 
attended the annual meeting of the Craw- 
ford county branch, Sportsman’s Council, in 
Meadville recently, while another 200, it was 
estimated, were turned away because the 
American Legion assembly room was not 
large enough to accommodate the crowd. 

The meeting was featured by addresses 
by Jay C. Gilford, District Game Protector. 
and Robert McKee, District Inspector of the 
State Department of and Waters. 
Many business matters pertaining to 


Forests 
good 
sports were discussed, and the group elected 
the following officers for the ensuing year: 
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President, Willard Deater of Meadville; 
Vice-President, Ivan E. Burkley, Cambridge 


Springs; Secretary, Dr. H. H. DeGrange, 
Saegertown: ‘Treasurer, Chares Heckman, 
Meadville. A rising vote of appreciation 


was given FE. A. Williams of Meadville, re- 
tiring Secretary, for his fine work during the 
past year. 

The group has more than 1,300 members 
for its new year beginning April 1 and will 
continue its membership campaign looking 
towards 2,000 or more. Each member re- 
ceives a copy of the official publication, The 
Crawford County Sportsman’s News, once a 
month. The branch was not organized 
until January, 1934, and has attracted wide- 
spread attention for its activities since that 
time. 

The Meadville division—one of 11 subor- 
dinate organizations affiliated with the 
county branech—served as host for the af- 
fair, with former Postmaster O. A. Speak- 
man and Frank Hill heading up the finance 
and refreshment committees. 


OUTDOOR CLUB ACTIVE 


The Junior High Outdoor Club, of Char- 
leroi, was very active distributing food and 
building shelters for game during the past 
winter. 


They are now planning to raise about 
fifty ringneck pheasants from eggs to be 


furnished by the Game Commission through 
the local sportsman’s association. They 
have secured an incubator for hatching these 
eggs and some of the boys who live on farms 
have hens that can be used for the same 
purpose. 
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and There with the Sportsmen 


LARGE SMOKER 


The Ambridge District Sportsmen’s Asso- 
ciation recently staged a smoker and lunch- 
eon at which approximately 500 sportsmen 
from Ambridge and adjoining territories at- 
tended. Among notables in attendance were 
John M. Phillips, former President of the 
Game Commission; Ross L. Leffler, former 
President and recently newly elected Mem- 
ber of the Game Commission; and Judge 
William A. McConnell, of Beaver County. 
Others in attendance were C. W. Ward, 
President of the Pittsburgh Casting Club; 
Jessie Humes, Tarentum Sportsmen’s Asso- 
ciation; John A. Bauder, President of the 
Ambridge Sportsmen’s Association; F. G. 
Wilton, President of the Midland Sports- 
men’s Association; Burgess Paul, of Am- 
bridge; William G. Atkinson, Allegheny 
County League organizer; J. H. Simons and 
James Bergman, Fish Wardens for Beaver 
and Butler Counties; Raymond Seager, Bea- 
ver County Game Protector; Ned Painter, 
Tarentum Sportsmen’s Association; John 
Mock, editor of “All Outdoors” column of 
the Pittsburgh Press; Mr. McElravy and 
Dale Irons, Director and Secretary, Cora- 
opolis Sportsmen’s Association ; George Rode- 
baugh, Pine Creek Sportsmen’s Association 
delegate; and R. Boone, Crafton Sportsmen’s 
Association delegate. 


The period of gestation of the red fox is 
known to be 51 days, without more than 
12 hours’ variation; longevity from 10 to 
12 years. 


I: 
a 


Raccoon 
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The above illustration is that of an adult Great Blue Heron feeding its 
young. This picture was taken in June 1933 at a heron rookery on Lake 
Winnepesaukee in central New Hampshire. It represents a single phase 
in the photographic life history of this and other wild birds which Professor 
C. A. Proctor, Dr. W. W. Ballard, Benjamin B. Leavitt and Richard Gerstell 
of Dartmouth College have recorded during recent years in both still and 
motion pictures. 


Mr. Gerstell is now connected with the Pennsylvania Board of Game 
Cemmissioners and future issues of the GAME NEWS will carry additional 
pictures of this and other series. 


NEWS 
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Officers, Board of Directors and Committee Chairman of Berks County 
Chapter Izaak Walton League. Sitting, left to right: John H, Davis, 


Jr., Dog Trial Com.; 
Charge of Junior Division; 


Rassell B. Hoffmaster, 
Harry G. 


Vice-President and in 
Cook, President; Myron J. 


Schlegel, Secretary; Oscar A. Becker, B. of D. & Game Com. Standing, 
left to right: Earl R. Leiby, Sign Com.; Harry B. Davis, B. of D. & 
Membership Com.; John D. Rothermel, B. of D. & Fish Com.; Willis 
F. Goddard, B. of D. & Publicity Com.; Frank J. Yeager, Entertain- 
ment Com.; Nathan H. Garman, Board of Directors; Clement Parlaman, 
Board of Directors. Missing from picture; J. Bruce Kendall, Treasurer; 
Dr. B. S. Bergey, Board of Directors. 


Fellow Sportsmen: 


Pennsylvania has about 900 sportsmen’s 
organizations and nearly a million licensed 
sportsmen. Under the existing law, the 
funds derived from these licenses are used 
solely for the maintenance of the Fish and 
Game Commissions, and through the intel- 
ligent use of this fund, Pennsylvania has 
been placed at the head of all the States of 
the Union as a game producing State and 
has purchased vast areas for public hunting 
grounds. 


At every session of the Legislature bills 
are introduced which would lessen the ef- 
ficiency of your two great Boards, some of 
them would have stolen our entire fund 


and others would tend to destroy the very 
purpose of the Boards, and all would work 
injury to your investment as visualized in 
the present status of the Fish and Game 
Commissions. 

It is up to the sportsmen to defend that 
fund and maintain the efficiency of the Fish 
and Game Commissions, and this can only 
be done by a united effort on the part of all. 

We urge that you not only express your 
willingness to join the Federation, but also 
take an active part in organizing your Di- 
vision. 

The dues are 3c per member. 

Please take this up with your Club at 
and advise the Secretary, Dr. C. A. 
Mortimer, Wilkes-Barre, of your wish to 
assist in the formation of your Division. 


once 


Tear off Here and Mail to Secretary 





Dr. C. A. Mortimer, Sec’y-Treas. 


194 South Main Street, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 





(Name of Club) 


Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs, 


, are desirous of 


becoming affiliated with the Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs and hereby 


make application to do so without incurring any financial obligation. 








ADOPT NOVEL PLAN TO KILL 
CROWS 
Within a short time there will be flying 
about Lycoming County, 30 crows, each one 
of which will have a price attached to him. 


It would not be correct to say that each 
crow will have a price on its head, for the 
price will, literally, be attached to one of 
its legs. 

The Consolidated Sportsmen of Lycoming 
County, as a means of encouraging war on 
crows, has authorized the vermin control 
committee, of which Carl F. Bidelspacher ig 
chairman, to adopt a novel plan of inducing 
gunners to go out after crows. 

Thirty crows are to be trapped and leg 
bands attached to them. The bands will 
bear numbers from 1 to 30. The numbers 
will be listed at the association’s headquar- 
with awards of from $1 to $15 on 
them. A drawing will determine the assign- 
ment of the various awards according to 
the numbers. 

There will be one prize of $15, two of $10, 
three of $5 and 25 of $1 each. 

The killer of a crow, presenting the band 
he finds on it, will get the amount of money 
that particular numbered band ealls for. 
The only stipulation is that the crow must 
be killed in Lycoming County during the 
current year. 

Announcement of the release of the banded 
crows in various parts of the county will 
be made soon. 

Hon. Samuel Castner, newly appointed 
member of the Game Commission, and 
former President of the Consolidated Sports- 
men of Lycoming County, told the editor 
recently that 132 pole traps had been placed 
in that section and already a number of 
winged predators have been taken. 


ters, 


NEW CLUB 

Organization of the Bradys Bend Com- 
munity Sportsmen’s Club was brought about 
at an enthusiastic meeting of hunting and 
fishing followers in the Odd Fellows Hall 
at Bradys Bend. The following officers were 
elected: President, D. R. Vensel; Vice- 
President, Jake VanDyke; Secretary, L. W. 
Mellish; and Treasurer, Samuel Keller. 

The new club will embrace a membership 
from East Brady, Sugarcreek, Perry and 
Bradys Bend Townships. 

After electing the officers, the members 
present voted immediately to join with the 
Armstrong County Sportsmen’s League and 
also to affiliate with the Pennsylvania Fed- 
eration of Sportsmen’s Clubs. 

Present to assist in the organization were: 
E. L. Shields, Armstrong County Game Pro- 
tector; Walter Campbell, President of the 
Armstrong County Hunting and Fishing 
Club; Clyde King, enthusiastic supporter of 
all sportsmen measures; W. F. Pauley, Presi- 
dent of the Armstrong County Sportsmen’s 
League; and W. E. Donaldson, a Deputy 
Game Protector in Bradys Bend Township 
for a period of ten years. 


LARGE FOX LITTER 
W. A. Jackson, of Conneaut Lake, reports 
that several fox hunters, after chasing rey- 
nard for two hours, holed him up. They 
caught both him and his mate. The female, 
upon examination, held 13 young. 
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NEWS OF THE CLUBS 


Of unusual interest in connection with a 
large smoker held recently by the Wilkins- 
burg Sportsmen’s Club was the presence of 
over 150 women. It is very gratifying to 
learn that so many women are becoming 
ardent devotees of the hunt. The club also 
held a large educational display in connec- 
tion with their smoker, which was visited 
by over 20,000 persons, including many 
school children. Seventy-six new members 
were taken into the organization as a re- 
sult of a drive held in conjunction with the 
two events. 


The Wilkinsburg group also formed, re- 
cently, a social club with regularly estab- 
lished headquarters where the members 
meet, enjoy good fellowship and talk over 
experiences in the field. 


The Mount Carmel Game and Fish Asso- 
ciation, organized in 1933 with 13 members 
now has a membership of 450 and is gaining 
new ones every week. The club is very 
active, especially the committee whose job 
it is to keep stray dogs and cats out of the 
woods. 

The club turned over to Game Protector 
Bruce Yeager a few weeks ago for release 
in the county a number of ringneck cocks 
which they reared from eggs furnished by 
the Game Commission. 


The association is active socially and re- 
cently installed a rifle range in the basement 
of the clubhouse, and expect later to add 
many other recreational facilities. Their 
lateh-string is always out and _ visiting 
sportsmen are always welcome at the club’s 
headquarters, 128 W. Third Street, Mount 
Carmel. 


The Millersburg Gun and Conservation 
Club recently purchased and released 60 
rabbits in depleted areas. A crow shooting 
campaign in force for some weeks cul- 
minated recently at which time Paul H. 
Schaeffer was awarded a cash prize for 
turning in the largest number of crow feet. 
The Millersburg Club now has a member- 
ship of 239. 

The Sandy Township Sportsmen’s Asso- 
ciation of DuBois, less than a month old, 
has taken in over one hundred members. 
They recently started a vermin contest 
which will end June 15. 


The McKeesport Sportsmen’s Association 
has a fine small and large bore shooting 
range about one and a half miles from the 
city. They expect also to install traps in 
the near future. The grounds are open to 
the public and prize shoots are held twice 
a month. 


New clubs recently organized include the 
Porter Sportsmen’s Association, Porter, Pa., 
Claude Kelsey, Secretary; the Adrain Rod 
and Gun Club, Delancey, Pa., Mickey Graham, 
Secretary ; Punxsutawney Sportsmen’s Club, 
Russel Murray, Secretary; the Coalmont 
Sportsmen’s Association, George Adolphson, 
Secretary; and the Southern Morrison Cove 
Sportsmen’s Association, Loysburg, E. W. 
Kagerise, Secretary. 


The Monongahela Sportsmen’s Associa- 
tion, Monongahela, is growing rapidly and 
now has a membership of 167. They own 
their own club room, rifle range and are 
especially active in winter feeding, control- 
ling vermin, ete. The club is fortunate in 
having as Secretary a newspaper man who, 
among other things, carries daily a little 
column “Of Interest to Sportsmen.” 


The Arnold Sportsmen’s Club, Arnold, Pa., 
only ten months old, now has a membership 
of 112. They carried on a strenuous feed- 
ing campaign last winter. 
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The Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs of 
Centre County recently held several crow 
shoots during which over three thousand 
birds were killed. Over 75 sportsmen par- 
ticipated under the direction of Game pro- 
tector Thomas A. Mosier. 


The gestation period of the raccoon ig 
about 9 weeks. 


COOPERATION 
L. L. Himes, Treasurer of the Ringgold 
Rod and Gun Club, Ringgold, recently 


gathered from various sportsmen and sent 
in a great many reports of game killed. 
Such cooperation deserves much praise. 





Mr. Pete Seiders of Huntsdale, Cumberland County, had the 
unique experience of catching the unexpected in a trap set for 


skunk and opossum. 


The above picture shows the immature female red-tailed hawk 
which he brought to the Game Commission offices for identifica- 


tion. 


He had the hawk for several weeks when the picture was 


taken and had a chain to one leg by which he controlled the 


bird. 


In this short time the hawk had become quite tame and 


would sit on its master’s arm and as the picture shows was quite 


content with the situation. 


During the time the hawk was held in captivity it was fed on 
various raw meats while its leg, which was caught in the trap 


healed rapidly. 


On finding that the hawk was a valuable species, Mr. Seiders 
decided to liberate it and did so near the place where it was 


caught, 


It is highly desirable that our sportsmen realize that certain 
hawks are not generally harmful to our game birds and mam- 
mals and that such hawks should be allowed to live in order 
that they keep under control the vermin on which they prey. 
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HOLD OUTDOOR MEETING 

The Lehigh County Fish and Game Pro- 
tective Association staged a big open meet- 
ing for its members, friends and farmers 
at Dorney Park, recently. Over 1500 sports- 
men were present and after viewing twenty 
reels of sound and silent moving pictures 
the guests were regaled with a bear lunch 
which was furnished as a _ treat from 
Robert L. Plarr, manager of the park and 
President of the Lehigh organization of 


fishermen and hunters. It was the biggest 
affair among the many fine entertaiments 
that have been given by this organization 


in the fourteen years of its history. 

Secretary George Zimmerman, of the Le- 
high organization, announces that the an- 
nual picnic of the Association will be held 
at Dorney Park on Saturday, July 27, and 
that members of all sportsmen’s clubs in 
Eastern Pennsylvania are invited to take 
part in the events which will include trap 
and skeet shooting, pistol matches and fly 
and plug casting contests. 


EARLY GAME LAWS 
Following are some early Game Laws 
brought to light by Game Protector W. W. 
Britton while recently engaged in some re- 
search work at home. 
“The first game law’; Deuteronomy 22:6. 


First planting of upland game not na- 
tive; Richard Bache, son-in-law of Benja- 


min Franklin. 1790 in New Jersey. Hun- 
garian Partridges. 
First warden system; Mass. & N. H. 1850. 
First bag limit; 25 prairie chickens, Iowa. 
First closure for term of years; Mass. 
Deer 1718. 
First hunting license required; New York, 


1864. 

First non-resident license required; New 
Jersey, 1864. 

First rest day in Maryland; 1872. 

First state to ban market hunting; Ar- 
kansas, 1875. 

First Game Farm; Illinois, 1905. 


At the beginning of the Revolutionary 
War, 12 of the 13 Colonies had laws protect- 
and banning certain 


ing certain species 


methods and devices.” 


ONE EXPENSIVE SPORT 
California deer hunters traveled an 
average of 430 miles and spent nearly 
$100 for each buck killed last season, ac- 
cording to State Fish and Game Commis- 
sion estimates. 


PENNSYLVANIA GAME NEWS 


Left: Game Keeper Geo. W. 


Refuge 
and son, with large number of poster protectors 


they made in spare moments. Center: 


Koehler 


Ducks 


released by Game Commission on Promised Land 
Lake, Pike County. Right: A real catch of wild- 


cats 


NOTICE! 
HUNTING WITH PERMISSION ONLY 
The Roscoe Sportsmen Association 
With the cooperation of the OWNER is 
aiming to promote and continue friendly re- 
lationship between the owner and the sports- 
men. 
Are You a Sportsman 
Sportsmen do not destray property. They 
refrain from VANDALISM. They ask the 
owner for permission to hunt or trespass on 
his property. 
Be a Sport 
Penalty 


property or menacing 
fine or Imprisonment 


destroying 
liable to 


Anyone 
livestock is 
or Both. 
Association, 

Owner 


Roscoe Sportsmens 


Analogy fixes the gestation period of the 
muskrat at 30 days but so far no definite 
information is on record. 


CONDUCT VERMIN CONTEST 
The Washington County Sportsmen's and 
Conservation League recently opened to all 


members of the clubs affiliated with the 
League a vermin contest which began at 
noon April 15 and will close at noon June 
29. 

The contest is run on a point basis: 25 


being allowed for weasels, 20 for stray cats, 
15 for owls, 10 for hawks and 5 for crows. 
The entry fee into the contest is $5.00 per 
club. 


COON HUNTER’S ORGANIZATION 

Sportsmen of Pike County, under the able 
direction of C. J. Edwards, President, have 
organized a coon hunter's association. The 
club will hold about two trials each year, 
the proceeds from which will be used for 
purchasing coons for restocking purposes in 
Pike County. 

The organization is using the PENNSYI- 
VANIA GAME NEws as its official organ and 
to that end is giving a copy of this maga- 
zine With each membership. The fees are 
$1.00 per year. 


North Central Division of Federation 
Meets—Major Biddle Attends 


Division of the Penn- 
sylvania Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs 
held their first meeting at Emporium on 
March 21, George W. Dana, of Bradford, was 
Chairman. Joseph H. Barkley, of 
Punxsutawney, was chosen Vice-President 
and Secretary and William G. Munsell, of 
Emporium, was elected Treasurer. 

The afternoon was devoted to a 
discussion of sportsmen’s legislation now be- 
House and Senate. A 


The North Central 


elected 


session 


fore the resolution 


offered by C. W. Shattuck, Smethport, to 
open a short season on bear this fall, was 
unanimously adopted and presented to the 
Board of Game Commissioners. The dates 


November 16 to 
The assembly was 


were from 
inclusive. 


recommended 
November 25, 


also unanimous in its acceptance of an in- 
vitation extended by the Brockway delegates 
to hold the next meeting at that place. 
Those in attendance also rendered a unani- 
mous vote of thanks to Bill Munsell, Presi- 


dent of the Cameron County Rod and Gun 
Club for the strenuous effort he put forth 


to arrange the meeting, and for his faith- 


Federation of 
past three 


behalf of the 
Clubs during the 


ful work in 
Sportsmen’s 
years. 

After the meeting a banquet was held at 
the Hotel Warner. Mr. Anderson, of Brock- 
Toastmaster. Following the 


way. acted as 
dinner the delegates and members of the 
Cameron County Rod and Gun Club as- 


sembled at the high school auditorium where 
surgess Edward White delivered a welcom- 
ing address. Mr. White gave a very 
interesting talk and expressed his pleasure 
at meeting with the sportsmen of the six 
counties. Other speakers included Mr. F. 
F. Marshall, President of the Clinton County 


also 


Fish and Game Association; Dr. P. Me 
Dowell Tibbins, of Beech Creek; and Sen- 
ator I. Dana Kahle, of Knox. Bill Munsell, 


President of the Cameron County group in- 
troduced Major Nicholas Biddle, President 
of the Board of Game Commissioners, who 
gave an outline of the future program of 
the Commission, which met with the ap- 
proval of all present. 


MAJOR LEAGUE PITCHER 
KILLS CROWS 


War was declared three years ago on 
crows in Greene County by William “Bill” 
Taylor, of Waynesburg, former big league 
pitcher who, on March 25, achieved his 
three-year objective of killing 1,000 of the 
black pests which are so destructive to game 
and other wildlife and to farm crops. 


POINTERS AND SETTERS 


(Continued from Page 7) 


All right—what happened to the pointer 
in the meantime? Breeders took the foun- 
dation stock with a lot of natural point in 
it, and, always consistent and practical in 
their efforts, kept breeding for more “going” 
qualities. I won't say whether or not any 
hound blood may have been used here and 
there in the process—but I will say that if 
such was the case, it apparently did no 
harm. Better and better pointers began to 
come before the public. They didn’t need 
quite so much practice on game to keep in 
training. With less game to train on, they 
were easier to train. We had Jingo and 
Rip Rap—and Alford’s John and Fishel’s 
Frank. Mating Fishel’s Frank with the 
daughters of Alford’s John proved the nick 
which made the pointer. From that mating 
came Comanche Frank and from Comanche 
Frank, through Lorna Doone, came Mary 
Montrose—and the day of the pointer was 
here! Reprinted Courtesy Field and Stream. 





LOG OF A BEAR TRAPPER 
(Continued from Page 9) 


Don’t never ketch any cub bear in the woods 
without you're ready to shake hands with 
its mama. When he squeals apt to 
come and come quick, and the safest place 
then is some place else. Don't never walk 
up on a shot bear until you're sure he’s 
enuff dead. A wounded bear what’s 
cornered will fight--and how he can fight. 
Better give him another to make sure. And 
then there’s that bear penned up in a cage. 
You can’t never tell about that feller. No 
sir, you can’t never tell. Mebby he’s gentle 
like jest like a lamb a long time, than all 
a suddint—well that’s a long story and I’ll 
tell that one again. However, the bear in 
the woods, provided you don’t try to shake 
hands with him is as harmless as a kitten, 
and a heap more interestin’. 

Now has been plenty in Pennsyl- 
vania. Many years more is killed here than 
in all the other states. Considerin’ the fact 
that he is our most wonderful game animal, 
we want to keep him. The buffalo, native 
elk, black, grey and brown timber wolves, 
the puma, and other varmints found here 
when Daniel Boone lived in Berks County 
are all gone. They jest couldn’t mix with 
civilization. But the black bear can and 
he does. True he needs some help when he 
gits up agin it, and he has that in short 


she’s 


sure 


bears 


seasons or a closed season when he needs 
it. Protectin’ cub bears helps a lot too. 


A powerful lot. Mebby cuttin’ out huntin’ 
With dogs would help some more. But let’s 
all get together and boost. Took a lot of 
boostin’ to get that big bear out of the water 
tank up to McKean County. But that’s 
another story too. See you all later. 

THE OLD TRAPPER 
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BUTLER COUNTY ROUND-UP 


FEQCARSE PRAY 





Conservation and a note of warning were 
the keynotes of addresses delivered to 600 
members and guests of the Butler County 
Hunting and Fishing club at its third an- 
nual round-up recently. 

Over 600 sportsmen 
The principal speakers included John S&S. 
Fisher, former Governor of Pennsylvania; 
Hon. Ross L. Leffler, Member Board of Game 
Commissioners, Oliver M. Deibler, Commis- 
sioner of Fisheries, and John B. Ross, Di- 
rector of the Bureau of Protection, Game 
Commission. 

F. Clair Ross, Deputy Attorney General, 
presided over the meeting as Toastmaster, 
introducing the speakers and bearing a per- 
sonal message from Governor George H. 
Karle to the sportsmen in attendance at the 
meeting. 

“Governor Earle asked me to express his 
regrets that he could not be with you to- 
night and to say that he hoped to be able 
some time during his term of office to be 
with vou,” Ross said. ‘He said to tell you 
that he was a sportsman before he became 


were in attendance. 


governor and that he was a_ sportsman 
now and would continue to be a_ sports: 


man, interested in the work of sportsmen’s 
organizations.” 


The message was greeted with an enthu- 
siastic response by the sportsmen. 


Guests of Honor introduced included 
Robert Lamberton, Franklin, newly ap- 
pointed Game Commissioner; John M. 


Philips, former president of the Game Com- 
mission, of Pittsburgh; Jay C. Gilford, Divi- 
sion “F” Game Supervisor, John G. Mock, 
Pittsburgh Press sports writer; Peter Graff 
III, State Senator; Mayor George M. Thomp- 
son; Captain Jasper Oftedahl, Troop D, State 
Police; Lieutenant Charles McRae, State 
Highway Patrol; DeWitt Stevenson, Sheriff, 
Butler County; Charles French, Secretary 
Sportsman’s Council, Division “F”’, Ellwood 
City; Judd C. Turner, President of Sports- 
man’s Council, Division “F”’, Ellwood City; 
A. F. Menzemer, President Allegheny County 
Sportsman’s League, Bellevue; Troy C. 
Burns, Butler County Game Protector; C. 
W. Ward, President of Pittsburgh Casting 
Club; V. T. Warfell, Superintendent of 
State Game Farm, Lawrence County; J. H. 
Simmons, District Fish Supervisor; F. E. 
Kichholtz, Connoquenessing Valley Hunting 
and Fishing Club; Zelienople; L. H. Berg- 
man, Butler County Fish Warden and Frank 
Norris, of the Sportsmen’s Council, Division 

An excellent program of music and enter- 
tainment was furnished during the _ en- 
tire evening. 

Officers of the Butler County Hunting and 
Fishing Club inelude Dr. H. L. Sanderson, 
President; Dr. W. D. Imbrie, Harrisville, 
First Vice President; Louis McConnell, Slip- 
pery Rock, Second Vice President; George 
Hobaugh, Petrolia, Third Vice President; 
Reynolds Elliott, Evans City, Fourth Vice 
President: Norman Miller, Butler, Financial 
Secretary; Frank W. Christie, Treasurer 
and H. A. Patten, Recording Secretary. 

















Photo by LaMar Mumbar. 


Young Red-Shouldered Hawks 





20 PENNSYLVANIA GAME NEWS 


A STUDY IN EYES 





> 


Upper left: The raccoon or “little brother of the bear’ 
as he is sometimes called has an expression of utmost 
friendliness and confidence. Lower left: The American 
egret with sharp-pointed bill is a stately bird indeed. 
Upper right: The cock ringneck pheasant is the personifi- 
cation of dignity, and can maintain it, too. Lower right: 
The red fox. 
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HATCHING TIME 





